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a tie of sympathy that whatever they do affects the child
physically for good or evil. The dead were buried under the
pile-supported platform on which the village is built.
But it is to the religious ideas and customs of the Uitoto
that Dr. Preuss has paid most attention, and his account of
them forms the most valuable part of his work. He applied
himself especially to taking down the myths and legends of
the people in the native language, and these he has printed
with parallel translations in German. We possess so little
detailed information concerning the religion of the South
American Indians that the large collection of religious or
mythical tales brought back by Dr. Preuss possesses a
particular interest and value for the anthropologist. Among
the tales are versions of the widespread legends of a great
flood and the origin of fire. In one of these versions the
great flood is said to have been caused by somebody's
belabouring a parrot with a stick and knocking out the
shining red feathers of its tail. This so enraged the owner
of the parrot, a certain Dyaere by name, that he called down
a heavy rain, which drowned all the tribes of men who then
lived on earth ; the existing race of men came subsequently.
Another version traces the great flood to the killing of a fish,
the offspring of a woman who had married a fish. This
excited the sorrow of the fish-father; as he wept, the rain
fell ; the fish lashed the water to fury, and, pursuing the
guilty people from river to river, dragged them all under
water. The legend of the origin of fire forms part of the
story which relates to the origin of manioc. Of old the
people had no fire and no manioc ; they ate white earth and
the decayed trunks of trees. But in time a woman, im-
pregnated without her knowledge, gave birth to offspring
which mysteriously turned into manioc and grew up into a
stately tree. After that the people ceased to eat earth and
rotten tree trunks, and subsisted on the bread which they
made from the roots of the manioc. But they could only
bake the bread in the sun, for as yet they knew not fire. At
last the Fire-woman, or Wife of the Fire, came to some
children as they sat alone in the,,house, and drawing fire from
her mouth baked their cassava bread for them. Having
done so, she departed, but not before she had effaced all